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Cultural Restoration of Oppressed Indigenous Peoples, 1996 International Summer 
Institute of the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada,  
27 June – 7 July 1996, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada. 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
The theme of the Institute was Cultural Restoration of Oppressed Indigenous Peoples in the post-
colonial state. The Institute represented an emerging partnership between Aboriginal scholars in 
Canada and their institutions. It provided an avenue to address one of the most significant 
problems facing Indigenous peoples and the world today, in this, the Decade of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples, 1995-2004. 
 
The Institute aimed to explore existing information and efforts of cultural restoration in Canada and 
other parts of the world. It additionally aimed to be a venue to discuss and generate new 
methodologies, conceptual designs and approaches for implementing healing of Indigenous 
Peoples. The emphasis being that it needed to come from and happen within Indigenous 
ecologies. There was an overriding emphasis of moving from existing experiences of colonisation 
to theory rather than from the existing Eurocentric or colonial theory experience.  
 
What was stimulating and challenging was the caliber of Indigenous speakers and the dialogue 
that took place over the timeframe. 
 
The Institute gave me the opportunity to meet Larissa Behrendt, a brilliant young Aboriginal lawyer 
doing her PhD at Harvard University. Larissa and I were the only two Indigenous Australians who 
participated in the Institute. We were asked to do a presentation as part of the public lecture series 
offered during the Institute. The presentation was well received and I was honoured to share the 
platform with Larissa. 
 
The Institute was a wonderful opportunity and a wonderful experience.  
